Conquest North of the Rio Grande
NORTH of the Rio Grande, the Indian record
begins in Labrador. There, in 1501, came the Portuguese ex-
plorer Caspar Cortereal. He kidnapped fifty-seven Indians to
oe sold as slaves, but on the way home his own vessel sank in a
storm and he and his men and the Indians chained in the hold
were drowned together. A second vessel reached Portugal with
seven Indians remaining alive. The Portuguese had found (he
natives curious, hospitable, helpful. (That was to be true of
every initial contact in North America thereafter.) They gave
the bleak country the name Labrador signifying "the place with
an abundance of labor material/*
Next on the record is the old man Ponce de Leon who came
to Florida seeking his fountain of youth. The Indians received
him in a friendly enough way. But when he returned, eight-
years later, he found that their attitude had changed, For in the
meantime other Spanish adventurers had ravaged the shores of
the Gulf of Mexico. And the year previous one Lucas Vlscjuc-x
de Ayllon, an encomendero who had played his part in the de-
population of Haiti by way of slavery in the mines, had raided
the shores of Chicora (now Georgia and South Carolina) and
kidnapped more than a hundred Indians. One shipload of these
was engulfed on the voyage to Haiti and the rest perished in
the mines* So, when Ponce de Leon came again to Florida, the
'Indians warned him not to land. He landed and was killed
along with many of his men, and the expedition beat a retreat.
The next great expedition was that of Hernando de Soto, who
had been one of Pizarro's men in the conquest of Peru. There
on one occasion he had displayed a sense of honor, crying out
to Pizarro against the murder of Atahualpa, the kidnapped Inca
emperor, Yet when he was welcomed by the North American
Indians who were living in prosperity and peace, he outraged
their hospitality.
While he was being fed and otherwise assisted by the Indians
in what is now Arkansas, de Soto decided it was time "to make
the Indians stand in terror of the Spaniards/' Not many leagues
away the unsuspecting Nilco Indians had their abode, "five or
six thousand or them" living in one large town, De Soto sent
his forces against the Nikos and so surprised them that, accord-
ing to The Narrative of the Expedition of de Soto by 'The
Gentleman of Elvas/' "there was not a man among them in
readiness to draw a bow.. * About one hundred men were slain;
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